Modernity, Postmodernity and Religion
2113/229

Dr Darren C Marks
dmarks@uwo.ca
Office 319B, ext 279.

TA: Brent Brodie
BBrodie@uwo.ca

Office Hours: Wednesdays 1-3 pm or by appointment

Prerequisites Required for this Course:

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean
to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course, and it will be deleted from your record. This
decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you
are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Revised Course Outline and Readings

Week One: The Problem of Religion in the Twenty-first Century
Section 1: Tracing Modernity and Religion

Week Two: Foundations of the Modern Critique: Materialists, Mechanists, Deism,
Empiricism and the Rationalists

Readings:

Fuller, Robert C (2004), ‘Religion and the Early Republic: The Era of Thomas
Jefferson’ in Religious Revolutionaries (HUC-Reserve)

Kant, | (1784), What is Enlightenment? (HUC-R).

Hume, David (1779), Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. Part XII.

(HUC-R).

Week Three: Kantian Idealism.

Readings:
Kant, I (1794), Religion Between the Limits of Reason Alone. Book 4 (HUC-R).



Week Four: Romanticism and Historicism

Readings:

Fuller, Robert C (2004), ‘American Metaphysical Religion’, in Religious
Revolutionaries (HUC-R)

Schleiermacher, F (1799), On Religion: Speeches to its Cultured Despisers.
Speech Two. (HUC-R).

Week Five: The Last Century: Liberalism and the Human Sciences

Readings:
Feuerbach, L (1843), The Essence of Christianity. Chapter 1. (HUC-R).
Marx, K (1888), Theses on Feuerbach. (HUC-R).

Week Six: The Last Century II: Human Sciences Continued

Readings:

Freud, S (1913), Totem and Taboo pp75-76, 146-55 (chapters IV and V-6) (HUC-
R)

Durkheim, E (1912), The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life. Pp 418-33, and
conclusion (HUC-R).

Section I1: Issues in Religion
Week Seven: Science and Religion

Readings:

McGrath, A E (2000) Science and Religion: An Introduction. pp 1-26, 56-86 and
186-205. (HUC-R)

Fuller, Robert C (2004), ‘American Metaphysical Religion’ in Religious
Revolutionaries

Week Eight: Politics, Economics and Sociology and Religion |

Readings:

Witte, John (2003) ‘Law and Protestantism” in A E McGrath and D C Marks,
Blackwell Companion to Protestantism (HUC-R)

Weber, Max (1904) The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Chapter
Two. (HUC-R).

Egerton, G (2005), ‘Trudeau, God and the Cdn Constitution’ in Rethinking
Church, State and Modernity, Lyon and van Die eds. (HUC-R)



Week Nine: Religious Polities: Sects, Fundamentalism, and Evangelicalism

Readings:

Trollinger, W (2003), ‘Fundamentalism’, in McGrath and Marks (HUC-R)

Noll, M (2003), ‘Evangelicalism’, in McGrath and Marks (HUC-R)

Fuller, Robert C (2004), ‘Sectarian Heyday: Joseph Smith and the Golden Age of
Religious Innovation’, in Religious Revolutionaries

Week 10: Religious Polities: Feminism and Race

Ruether, R R (1973), Sexism and God-Talk, pp 12-31 and 93-116 (HUC-R)
Griffin, Paul R (2003), ‘Racism and Protestantism” in McGrath and Marks (HUC-
R)

Week 11: Post-Modernism

Readings:

Nietzsche, F (1874), On the Advantage and Disadvantage of History for Life.
Paragraphs 1-4. (HUC-R)

Heidegger, M (1964), The End of Philosophy and the Task of Thinking. HUC-R

Week 12: Pluralism and Other World Religions

Hick, John and Knitter, P (1982), The Myth of Christian Uniqueness: Towards a
Pluralistic Theology of Religions

Boyer, P (2004) ‘Biblical Prophecy and Foreign Religions’ in Quoting God, C Badaracco
ed (HUC-R)

Week 13: Summing the Course

Course Particulars and Policies

Marking

40% On-line group interaction: 5 postings worth 30% (out of 6) and one summary
posting worth 10%

30% Final examination (take home, due last day of examinations)

30% Major Essay (due week 13)



Appendix to Course Outlines

Prerequisite Information

Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course
prerequisites. Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission
from your Dean to enrol in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from
your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in
the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.
Conduct of Students in Classes, Lectures, and Seminars

Membership in the community of Huron University College and the University of Western
Ontario implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights,
responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment
conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who study, work and live within it. Upon
registration, students assume the responsibilities that such registration entails. The academic and
social privileges granted to each student are conditional upon the fulfiliment of these
responsibilities.

In the classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning
environment of others. Students can avoid any unnecessary disruption of the class by arriving in
sufficient time to be seated and ready for the start of the class, by remaining silent while the
professor is speaking or another student has the floor, and by taking care of personal needs prior
to the start of class. If a student is late, or knows that he/she will have to leave class early, be
courteous: sit in an aisle seat and enter and leave quietly.

Please see the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities at:
http://www.huronuc.ca/pdf/CodeStudentRights.pdf

Technology It is not appropriate to use technology (such as, but not limited to, laptops, PDAs,
cell phones) in the classroom for non-classroom activities. Such activity is disruptive and is
distracting to other students and to the instructor, and can inhibit learning. Students are expected
to respect the classroom environment and to refrain from inappropriate use of technology and
other electronic devices in class.

Academic Accommodation for Medical/Non-Medical Grounds For UWO Policy on
Accommodation for Medical Iliness and a downloadable SMC see:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf [downloadable
Student Medical Certificate (SMC): https://studentservices.uwo.ca under the Medical
Documentation heading] Students seeking academic accommaodation on medical grounds for any
missed tests, exams, participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their
final grade must apply to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide
documentation. Academic accommodation will be determined by the Dean’s Office in
consultation with the instructor.

For non-medical grounds or for medical grounds when work represents less than 10%o0f the
overall grade for the course, students seeking academic accommodation must apply to the
Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic
accommodation will be determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation with the instructor.
Statement on Academic Offences Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are
directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic
Offence, at the following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf .

Plagiarism Plagiarism is an academic offence and will be treated as such. Students who are in
doubt as to the nature of this offence should consult their instructor, Department Chair or the
Dean, as well as the Huron University College Statement on Plagiarism, available at the reference
desk in the HUC Library and at http://www.huronuc.on.ca/pdf/FASSonPlagiarism.pdf . In
addition, students may seek guidance from a variety of current style manuals available at the



Reference Desk in the HUC Library. Information about these resources can be found at:
http://www.huronuc.ca/library/research_guides_and_handouts .

Students found guilty of plagiarism will suffer consequences ranging from a grade
reduction to failure in the course to expulsion from the university. In addition, a formal
letter documenting the offence will be filed in the Dean’s Office, and this record of the
offence will be retained in the Dean’s Office for the duration of the student’s academic
career at Huron University College.

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system.
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com. Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be
subject to submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences
in answer patterns that may indicate cheating.

Personal Response Systems (“clickers”) may be used in some classes. If clickers are to be used in
a class, it is the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional.
Students must see their instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is
malfunctioning. Students must use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a
portion of the course grade:

- the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence,

- the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to
commit a scholastic offence.

Policy on Special Needs

Students who require special accommodation for tests and/or other course components must make
the appropriate arrangements with the Student Development Centre (SDC). Further details
concerning policies and procedures may be found at:
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/?requesting_acc

Attendance Regulations for Examinations

A student is entitled to be examined in courses in which registration is maintained, subject to the
following limitations:

1) A student may be debarred from writing the final examination for failure to maintain
satisfactory academic standing throughout the year.

2) Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently from class or
laboratory periods in any course will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the course
(after due warning has been given). On the recommendation of the Department concerned, and
with the permission of the Dean of that Faculty, the student will be debarred from taking the
regular examination in the course. The Dean of the Faculty offering the course will communicate
that decision to the Dean of the Faculty of registration.

Class Cancellations

In the event of a cancellation of class, every effort will be made to post that information
on the Huron website, http://www.huronuc.ca/accessibility (“Postings of Service
Disruptions”).

Accessibility

Huron University College strives at all times to provide its goods and services in a way
that respects the dignity and independence of people with disabilities. We are also
committed to giving people with disabilities the same opportunity to access our goods
and services and allowing them to benefit from the same services, in the same place as,


http://www.huronuc.ca/accessibility

and in a similar way to, other customers. We welcome your feedback about accessibility
at Huron. Information about how to provide feedback is available at:
http://www.huronuc.ca/accessibility

Program and Academic Counselling

Chinese students registered at Huron who require advice about modules and courses in
CHN should contact Laura Wu, Coordinator for Chinese courses within the Department
of French and Asian Studies, hwul@huron.uwo.ca, 519-438-7224 ext. 332. For
information about other French and Asian Studies, students should contact the Chair of
the Department - Mariana lonescu at mionesc2@huron.uwo.ca Students should contact
Academic Counselling on other academic matters. See the Academic Counselling
website for information on services offered.

http://huronuc.ca/students/service centre/academic_counselling/



http://www.huronuc.ca/accessibility
http://huronweb.vm.its.uwo.ca/students/service_centre/academic_counselling/

